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Venezuela: Zulia Government Detachment Repels Army Attack 


PA0402141092 Caracas Venezolana de Television Network in Spanish 
1117 GMT 4 Feb 92 


[Text] We have received a report on the situation in Zulia 
Department. The country was concerned because there was no 
‘information on what was going on there.’ A VENPRESS cable dispatch 
has reported the following: 

Commander Avensa Tudela of the Zulia Coast Guard Station has put 
himself at the service of the national government and assumed 
comtrol of the area in preparation for any unexpected developments. 


He contacted the officer in charge of National Guard Detachment 35 
and assumed the command of the unit, which is surrounded by the 


Army. 


Tudela reported that the Army forces surrounding Detachment 35, 
stationed in the center of Maracaibo, fired on the detachment 
forces. These forces, loyal to the government, fired back and . 
prevented the garrison from being taken over. Commander Tudela has 
also. reported that. he has no information on the whereabouts of the 
state governor and the secretary of the government. 


This makes it necessary to be alert to the situation in Zulia. We 
are awaiting reports from our correspondents in the area, who should . 
confirm this report and tell us whether everything is under control 
and whether the governor is back in office as he should be, because 


he was elected by the people. 
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